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A private riad in Marrakech, blending
traditional architecture and design with
modern creature comforts, offers the
most opulent introduction to Morocco.
Robert Carroll reports
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one than most other architactural

1l Marocca

et of Sur
INg troueh the streets of Marra-

kech's medina for the first bme, the

glaties. m -j_kll..q- ||'.||'_.-ZE- =tobormow a

phirase from Emsten - a5 Simple as pos

ng and INsusated

5 ILIM2 YOL I, W ITHNg YOou INto theair
gorgeaus, sheltered realms What could be marg
private than nawng one o

entinshy o yoursal

thess riads, 3 st in the world, offes

riEw and exciting ways

1. RIAD EZZAHRA, PALMERAIE
{previous page)

18 away thie days m, Wha Iy SE15 this

.|'r'
Lty treatments,

plac

which are inclided in the price. Retax in the

artare the Spaand

hammam or choase from a rangea of rearments
by one of three full-time beauty therapist

Riad Ezzahra (00 212 524 328 488 www.
ezzahra-morocco.com) sleeps up to 14
guests and costs £19,500 (Dh111,355) for
one week, full board. For smaller groups,
Villa Alkhozama sleeps up to four guests
and costs fram £3,900 (Dh22,316) for three
nights full board,

2. BAB OURIKA,
OURIKA VALLEY

Standing an a hilltop at the start of the Atlas

L

d5 Well a5 a various

pool. Add to this excellent

ties to g0 trekking, horse fiding and kayaking In

thie surmounding area and & stay herg promHses

to DE Invigirating as well as relaxing

Bab Ourika (00 212 661 25 23 28 www ba-
bourika.com) has rooms from £127
(Dh728) per might.

J.RIAD 72, BAB DOUKKALA
Ticked away in the labyrinthine streets of the
meding, this small riad is stylish and sophisti-
cated, blending italian decor with authentic

Moroccan design, Despite being only five mir

tastetully Qecorata

JUSE TOUT NOgims,

suniouneers, while the hammam offers a wide
range of treatments a5 well a5 a steam bath
Riad 72 (00 212 24 38 76 29; www.riad7 2.
com) sleeps up to 12 guests and costs from
£509 (Dh2,896) per night, including break-
fast and afternoon tea, Individual rooms are
also available from £106 (Dhé04) per night.

4. RIAD EL FENN,

BAB EL KSOUR

This lavish and perhags even a tad whimsical
rad i
thie Arts in Mar

G cwimned By Yanesss

rale and sister o Richard Branson. It s

haime to & contemporary art Colect

cludes works by Bridget Riley and Antomy

Garmiley From the B

SMUR Spa O Dar with stage, o

permeates the entre residence, There ara 21
sUItes and bedrooms ranging n size all en

Sulte. The piace s packed with facilitias, in-

Nimming pools, a aning

d 3 trachtronal Rammam spa

meaning there's No Oopartunity 1o get boraa
Riad el Fenn (00 212 524 44 1210, www.ria-
delfenn.com) has rooms from £229
{Dh1,310) per night, including breakfast
and afternoon tea, Alternatively, Rlad Va-
nessa - a separate building five minutes’
walk from the main residence - sieeps up
to eight guests and costs from £571
{Dh2,9224) per night.

5. RIAD MADANI

This magnificent place was ance homse 1o

Jzier of Marrakech
during the first halt of the 20th cenury. itisa

splendid palace, replete with Brickwork

olonades and salons with omat

and tifing, 1t 15 furnish {inan

ections of African tribal shiglds

jastle with prints by Andy Warhol, Ju

pool and sunny terraces for lazing sround or
Riad Madani (00 212 524 44 18 84, www.
riad-madani.com) has rooms starting
from £35 {Dh486) per night, including
breakfast and taxes.

Abu Dhabi to Hong Kong.
4 direct flights a week from 2 June 2011.*

%

From 2 June, Cathay Pacific flies from Abu Dhabi to Hong Kong four times a week, FlightNo.  Route Departure  Arrival

offering easy access to China, the Philippines, Japan, Korea, the rest of Asia, Australia CxBa2 Abu Dhabi—Hong Keng 1810 0600+1
and New Zealand. For details and booking, contact your travel agent or Cathay Pacific R S A0 Ko S Ak B b0 s
Reservations offices: Abu Dhabi 02 622 4586, Al Ain 03 7517617, Dubai 04 2042888 or

visit cathaypacific.ae

*Flights wili oporate every Tussday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday,

% LSl CATHAY PACIFIC
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&.DAR ZEMORA, PALMERAIE

ming p

ralax. Th

and diaphanous fabrics used to fine effect
Dar Zemora (00 212 524 32 82 00; www.darze-
maora.com) has rooms from £185 (Dh1,059)

per night, including breakfast and taxes.

7. RIAD DIXNEUF LA KSOUR,
BAB KSOUR

with great views

Da0l tikad it

dence’s chel Atika, also offers cooking lessons
Riad Dixneuf fa Ksour (00 212 5 2438 4132,
www.dixneuf-la-ksour.com) has reoms from
£84 (Dh4871) per night, including breakfast

and taxes.

8. RIAD TARABEL, DAR EL BACHA

T

mamana i el

Riad Tarabel (00 212 524 39 17 08, WwWw.ri-
adtarabel.com) costs from £636 (Dh3,621)
per night, for up to eight people. Individual
rooms are also available from £144 (Dh&25)
per night.

9. RIAD FARNATCHI,

MARRAKECH
Mestled in one of the gidest f

parts of the city, this

50 ultratranved

=
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Riad Farnatchi (00 212 524 38 49 10; www.ri-
adfarnatchi.com) has suites from £236
(Dh1,350) per night including breakfast and
taxes. It is also possible to rent the entire
property of nine suites.

10. ROYAL MANSOUR

Sauane I

pool aswell s a vast 2,500-square-metre spa

S 2Ement gves tne Cea nimnt ot magic
Royal Mansour {00 212 529 80 80 80; www.
lhw.com/Haotel/Royal-Mansour-Marrakech-
Marrakech-Morocco) has 53 riads starting
from £1,370 (Dh7.808) per night including
breakfast and taxes.

EdiUl |'i-_! two REmMIMmams, 2 SWImming pool, a @y
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