
AND 
THERE’S 
MOOR…

With a charm little changed since the Middle Ages, 
Morocco is reaching out with a slew of very different 

new retreats that explore its heritage, while 
delivering plenty of exotic luxury, says Julian Allason.
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Main picture: the Kasbah Bab 
Ourika looks out onto the Atlas 
Mountains. Right: Bab Ourika 
has a calm, simple aesthetic.
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Top: the view from Richard 
Branson’s Kasbah Tamadot  
in the High Atlas foothills.  
Above: a Berber-inspired tent 
room at Kasbah Tamadot.
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The restoration of the kasbah is as authentic as may be found. Our bedroom is  
of serene simplicity, guarded by a massive ancient door, magnificently carved.
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CULTURE CLUB
The best time to go is Sept-Nov and Mar-May  
when temperatures are pleasant but not soaring. 
Julian Allason was a guest of Original Travel (020-
7978 7333; www.originaltravel.co.uk), which offers 
a week’s mid-season package – three nights at Dar 
Ahlam full-board, three nights at Kasbah Tamadot 
B&B from £2,540 based on two sharing with flights 
from London and transfers. He was also a guest of 
Royal Air Maroc (www.royalairmaroc.com), which 
flies from Heathrow to Marrakesh from £145. 
Prices are for a double B&B unless stated: Dar 
Ahlam, Skoura, Ouarzazate (+800-2000 0002; 
www.maisondesreves.com), from €890 full-board. 
Kasbah Bab Ourika, Ourika Valley (+212-661 634 
234; www.babourika.com), from €150. Kasbah 
Tamadot, Asni, Marrakesh (0800-716 919; www. 
virginlimitededition.com), from €430. La Mamounia, 
Marrakesh (+212-524 388 600; 020-7235 3245; www.
mamounia.com), from £547. Mandarin Oriental 
Jnan Rahma, Marrakesh (+212-5243 27777; +800-
2828 3838; www.mandarinoriental.com), from £583. 
Le Palais Rhoul, La Palmeraie, Marrakesh (+212-
5243 29494; www.palais-rhoul.com), from €290. 
Royal Mansour, Marrakesh (+212-52437 8339; 020-
7235 3245; www.royalmansour.ma), from £122. 
Ezzahra, La Palmeraie, Marrakesh (020-7978 7333; 
www.ezzahra-morocco.com), from £193pp per night, 
based on 14 sharing for seven nights, full-board with 
spa treatments. Khozama, La Palmeraie, Marrakesh 
(020-7978 7333; www.ezzahra-morocco.com), from 
£250 based on four sharing for six nights’ full-board. 
Easyjet flies from Gatwick to Marrakesh from £97 
(www.easyjet.com; 0905-821 0905).
Morocco Tourism, 020-7437 0073; www. 
visitmorocco.com. 

Below: a fountain trickles in the 
Moorish courtyard at Ezzahra, 
hidden behind Marrakesh’s walls. 
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